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explained. Soon afterwards, it was mentioned at dinner by General Arnold, that the flags had brought letters from Colonel Beverly Robinson, who General Arnold said, was very anxious to make terms for the recovery of his estates that had been confiscated to the public use, and that Colonel Robinson was authorized to propose through his medium, some preliminary grounds for an accomodation between Great Britian and America. Colonel Lamb of the artillery at West Point, an old and sagacious officer, who with a number of other officers of the garrison, was present at dinner, immediately said, that any proposition of that kind ought with more propriety, to be made to Congress, than to a General only commanding a district. General Arnold replied, that the communication must at first be made through some channel, and here the conversation ended.
Sometime afterwards, General Arnold, in another visit, seemed more communicative; he expressed his detestation of the French alliance from the perfidiousness of their national character; ridiculed the solecism and inconsistency of an absolute monarch, being the ally of a people contending for freedom, who kept his own subjects in the most despotic and absolute slavery; thought it was an unnatural union of no duration; and that it was not made by France, until she saw the Americans were able to defend themselves, which would be more for their own national glory. Gen. Arnold then mentioned, that he had received another flag of truce, and that Colonel Beverly Robinson had anxiously solicited an interview, to be more explanatory of the propositions that were to produce, if acceded to by Congress, a general peace; and happily terminate the expense of blood and treasure, that were ruinous to both countries, in the prosecution of a war without an object. He said he conceived that the overtures made on the part of Great Britian by her Commissioners, the Earl of Carlisle, Governor Johnston, and Mr. Eden, (now Lord Auckland), were founded in ALL SINCERITY and GOOD FAITH; that they fully met the ultimatum that the generality of the Americans desired, but by what he could learn from